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other conflict areas. They stressed the need
to strengthen the United Nations’ capabilities
in responding to the challenges of a new Mil-
lennium. They agreed that the protection of
human rights and dignity, eradication of pov-
erty, and the safeguarding of the global envi-
ronment were crucial to continued progress.
The two leaders agreed to work together to
reduce the debt of heavily-indebted poor
countries and increase the support among
creditors to maximize the benefits of the debt
reduction initiative.

Finally, the two leaders agreed to continue
the excellent cooperation between the two
countries through ongoing dialogue on the
full range of bilateral, regional and global
issues that join the United States and Nor-
way.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Proclamation 7240—White Cane
Safety Day, 1999
October 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The white cane is widely recognized as a

symbol of independence for people who are
blind or visually impaired. This simple device
has given freedom to generations of blind
Americans by enabling them to move
through their communities with greater ease,
confidence, and safety.

Dr. Kenneth Jernigan, former President of
the National Federation of the Blind who
died just a year ago this month, was an early
advocate of the white cane and the full inte-
gration of blind people into every aspect of
society. Dr. Jernigan used the white cane
himself and recognized its power as a means
to allow blind people to leave the confines
of their homes for the outside world—to go
to school and to work and to make ever-
greater contributions to their communities.

Thanks to enormous advances in tech-
nology, people who are blind or visually im-
paired now have additional tools—such as
voice recognition software, computer screen
readers, and braille translators—to assist

them in carrying out their responsibilities on
the job. My Administration has proposed in-
creased investment in such assistive tech-
nology as well as a $1,000 tax credit to help
people with disabilities offset the cost of spe-
cial transportation requirements and work-
related expenses. I have also strongly urged
the Congress to pass the Work Incentives
Improvement Act so that Americans with dis-
abilities can go to work without jeopardizing
their Medicare or Medicaid coverage.

We can be heartened today that many bar-
riers to full inclusion for blind Americans
have been dismantled. But the greatest bar-
rier still remains: the attitude of too many
sighted people that those who are blind or
visually impaired are incapable of holding
their own in the working world. On White
Cane Safety Day, let us reaffirm our national
commitment to providing equal opportunity
for all Americans, regardless of disability.

To honor the many achievements of blind
and visually impaired citizens and to recog-
nize the white cane’s significance in advanc-
ing independence, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved October 6, 1964, has des-
ignated October 15 of each year as ‘‘White
Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1999, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States, government offi-
cials, educators, and business leaders to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 18, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 19.
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Proclamation 7241—National Forest
Products Week, 1999
October 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
From our earliest days as a Nation, Amer-

ica’s forests have played a vital role in fos-
tering our country’s economic strength and
enhancing the quality of our lives. American
Indians and European settlers alike found in
our forests the fuel and material for shelter
to sustain their families and communities.
From those same forests came timber for our
fleets of sailing ships and the ties for our rail-
roads that span the continent. Whether work-
ing in lumber mills or paper mills, for fur-
niture manufacturers or the building indus-
try, generations of Americans have earned
their livelihood from the bounty of our for-
ests.

Forests bring more, however, to our lives
than economic prosperity. They provide in-
valuable habitat for a variety of plants and
animals, help to keep our air and water clean,
and promote soil stability. They also renew
our spirits by offering us a place to experi-
ence the beauty, peace, and diversity of the
natural world.

As our Nation has grown and developed,
so too have our demands on our forests. We
can be grateful that, despite decades of ex-
ploitation, forests still comprise as much as
one-third of our country’s land area today.
Thanks to innovative management tech-
niques, individual and corporate commit-
ment to recycling, and close cooperation be-
tween Federal, State, and private land own-
ers, we are succeeding in sustaining the
health and productivity of these precious nat-
ural resources. Through continued wise stew-
ardship, we can ensure that future genera-
tions of Americans will have the same oppor-
tunities to share the beauty and bounty of
our forests as we enjoy today.

To recognize the importance of our forests
in ensuring the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 123), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products

Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 17 through Oc-
tober 23, 1999, as National Forest Products
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:04 a.m., October 18, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 19.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 9
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC, from Chicago, IL.

October 10
In the afternoon, the President went to

Camp David, MD.

October 12
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC.
In the afternoon, the President met with

King Abdullah of Jordan.

October 13
In the morning, the President traveled to

George Washington National Forest, VA,
and in the afternoon, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.


